
YOUTH    EXEMPLIFYING    SPORTSMANSHIP

 

  

“Better Sports for Kids better kids for life.” 
  

SPORTSMANSHIP IS: the ability to win without gloating, lose without complaining, and 
treating everyone with respect. 
  
Peters Township Park and Recreation Department Philosophy and Goals for 
Youth Sports Programs 

  
All youth sports programs under the auspices of the Peters Township Park and 
Recreation Department will adopt this statement of goals and philosophy as an 
amendment to their bylaws.  The Peters Township Park and Recreation Board of 
Directors feels strongly that the purpose of its recreational sports programs is 
to encourage and develop in children a love for sports in a safe and positive 
environment, while teaching skill development, teamwork, and sportsmanship. 
  
The 3 major goals of recreational youth sport programs are: 

(1)    To address the physical, social and emotional developmental needs of 
children. 

(2)    To encourage participation in sports as a means to developing a healthy 
lifestyle, learning sportsmanship and having fun. 

(3)    To learn and master the fundamentals of the game.  Learning and 
participation are to be emphasized over winning. 

  
In order to achieve these goals, all recreational sports programs will: 
  

            (1) Encourage equal playing time among  
                  players. 

(2)    Encourage coaches to teach players multiple positions and to give players 
the opportunity to try different positions within the game format when 
feasible. 



(3)    Teach positive coaching techniques to coaches.  Negative criticism is 
inappropriate for young children.  Positive coaching builds self-esteem 
and team spirit. 

(4)    Forbid stacking of teams.  Competition must be fair so that everyone 
can experience the learning that comes from winning and losing. 

(5)    Insist that all coaches, parents and players model good behavior at all 
times demonstrating their adherence to the following “Sportsmanship 
Code of Conduct”. 

  
  

Participation in a youth sports program is a privilege, not a right.  Therefore, 
failure to adhere to these principles may result in disciplinary action.  Such action 
may include, but is not limited to, a player’s suspension from game, a parent’s 
expulsion from a sports facility, and a coach’s dismissal from a 
program.  Problems that result from failure to adhere to the above guidelines 
must be addressed directly to the appropriate sports association and be handled 
within the guidelines of its grievance procedure.  The inability of the association 
to appropriately address the problem may necessitate the involvement of the 
Park and Recreation Department and Board. 
  

Y.E.S. Accomplishments 

  
In developing the YES initiative, the Peters Township Parks and Recreation Board 
(PTPRB) and Department have applied the best practices for implementing new 
programs. 
  
The main achievements are listed below:  

• Formed a committee of citizens, association representatives and Parks and 
Recreation Board members. 

• Committee members attended sportsmanship programs in other 
communities. 

• Researched programs and strategies concerning sportsmanship 

• Developed a Mission Statement, goals, and an action plan. 
• Developed and distributed YES handout for parents. 
• Developed and modified Resolution for PTPRB bylaws and code of 

conduct. 
• Conducted Needs Assessment of Sports Associations. 
• Obtained endorsement from Township Council. 
• Received endorsement from School District. 
• Obtained Proclamations from PA Senate and House of Representatives. 
• Received endorsement from Washington County Commissioners. 
• Presented goals and informational packet to PT Chamber of Commerce. 
• Drafted how to guide on how to deal with unruly parents. 
• Working with Character Counts Committee. 



• Received t-shirt donation for Community Day from Brentwood Bank. 
• Received VFW grants and State Assistance. 
• Co-Sponsored ‘Honoring the Game’. 
• Co-Sponsored 'Double Goal Coaches Clinic' 
• Enacted mandatory coaches screening process. 
• Developed and implemented sportsmanship pledge guidelines for 

enforcement to be used by all participants in PT youth sports. 

  

Here are some things to think about. These lists are from children. 
Please think about what they are saying. 
  

I Would Get Interested in a Sport I Dropped If… 

  
Boys 
  1. Practices were more fun. 
  2. I could play more. 
  3. My coach understood players better. 
  4. There was no conflict with studies. 
  5. Coaches were better teachers. 
  6. There was no conflict with social life.        
Girls 
  1. Practices were more fun. 
  2. There was no conflict with studies. 
  3. Coaches understood players better. 
  4. There was no conflict with social life. 
  5. I could play more. 
  6. Coaches were better teachers. 
  
The Most Important Reasons I Stopped Playing a Sport 

  
    1. I lost interest 
    2. I was not having fun 

    3. It took too much time. 
    4. Coach was a poor teacher. 
    5. Too much pressure. 
    6. I wanted a non-sport. 
    7. I was tired of it. 
    8. I needed more study time. 
    9. Coach played favorites. 
   10. Sport was boring. 
   11. Overemphasis on winning. 
  
 
 



Ten Most Important Reasons I Participate in Sports 
  
     1. To have fun 

     2. To improve my skills 

     3. To stay in shape 

     4. To do something I’m good at 
     5. For the excitement of competition 

     6. To get exercise 

     7. To play as part of a team 

     8. For challenge of competition 

     9. To learn new skills 

     10. To win  
 
 


